
Services in Kilgarriffe are recorded each Sunday.   

You can listen to them through our Website.  

Check out our Parish website: 

www.clonakiltychurch.com 

 

  

 

 
Greeting and Welcome 

The minister says:  

If the people stay quiet even  

     the stones will cry out 

Please reply: Praise the Lord!  

 

Hello and welcome to the Kilgarriffe Union’s Palm Sunday Service 2020, 

recording here at Kilgarriffe Church, Clonakilty. As promised last week, 

I am here with all eight members our family, as we are joined by our pet 

dog Sam!  Sam is a flat coated retriever- a cross between a golden 

retriever and a Collie.  He loves people!  As far as he is concerned there 

is no such thing as evil- he loves the world and the world loves him!  

The reason we’ve included him in this service will hopefully become 

clear as we hear from Sam later on. 
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A big thank you to Victor Buttimer and his family for helping with the 

recording and distribution of these services each week.  Special hello 

to the residents and staff of Clonakilty Community Hospital who are our 

longest clients in listening to these recordings.  May God bless and 

protect you in these challenging times. 

 

Just a reminder that the liturgy and words for all the songs used in 

today’s Palm Sunday Service are available by clicking on the link on our 

church website: www.clonakilty.church.ie 

  

Opening Hymn 134 
Make way, make way 
For Christ the King 
In splendour arrives 
Fling wide the gates  
    and welcome Him 
Into your lives 
 

Chorus (Ladies echo) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
For the King of kings 
(For the King of kings) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
(together) And let His kingdom in! 

 
2] He comes the broken hearts to heal 
The prisoners to free 
The deaf shall hear,  
      the lame shall dance 
The blind shall see 
 
3] And those who mourn  
         with heavy hearts 
Who weep and sigh 
With laughter, joy and royal crown 
         He'll beautify 
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4] We call you now to worship Him 
As Lord of all 
To have no gods before Him 
Their thrones must fall! 
 
 
 
The minister says 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, today begins the week of all weeks.   
This is the week in which we follow our Saviour Jesus on the way of 
suffering to the Cross, 
and on the way to victory through the Cross to the Resurrection.   
 
Today, we gather with the crowds on the road to Jerusalem, to greet 
our Lord as he begins his journey, to sing his praise and to welcome 
him into our lives. 
 
We rejoice with all our hearts and voices in the knowledge that, if we 
do not speak out his praises, the stones themselves will sing. 
 
O Lord, open our lips 
And our mouth will proclaim your praise! 
 
Time of Confession 
(please be seated or kneel) 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
We confess we have failed you  
as did your disciples. 
We ask for your mercy and your help. 
Our selfishness betrays you: 
 

Lord, forgive. 
Christ have mercy. 

 
We fail to share the pain of your suffering: 
 Lord, forgive. 
 Christ have mercy. 
We run away from those who abuse you:  



 Lord, forgive. 
 Christ have mercy. 
 
We are afraid of being known to belong to you:   
           Lord, forgive. 
 Christ have mercy. 
 
 
The minister assures us of God’s forgiveness 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from your sins, and restore us in 

his service to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Today’s Bible reading:  Matthew 21:1-11 
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go 
into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he 
will send them immediately.*’ 4This took place to fulfil what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying,  
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he 
sat on them. 8A very large crowd* spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The 
crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
‘Who is this?’ 11The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus 
from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 



 
‘Blessed is the king 
   who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, 
   and glory in the highest heaven!’  
 
This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God. 
 
Rosanna tells us about her equine friends and we introduce Sam. 
 
Hee-haw, Hee-hee 
We’re following a Donkey! 
Hee-haw, Hee-hee 
‘cos it’s carrying Jesus! 
 
1] We’re remembering that special day 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, 
To the shouts of joy and praise,      
saying 
‘Glory in the highest heaven’. 
 
2] Blessed is the king who comes, 
His name is Jesus, 
He is the King of kings, 
He comes to free us! 
 
BLESSED BE YOUR NAME   
 in the land that is plentiful 
Where your streams of abundance flow 
Blessed be Your name 
And blessed be Your name     
when I’m found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness 
Blessed be Your name.  
 
Every blessing You pour out  
I’ll turn back to praise 
And when the darkness closes in, Lord,       
                still I will say:  



 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 

(Repeat)  
 
2] Blessed be your name   when the sun’s shining down on me 
When the world’s ‘all as it should be’ 
Blessed be your name 
And blessed be Your name   on the road marked with suffering 
Though there’s pain in the  offering 
Blessed be your name  
 
Every blessing You pour out  
I’ll turn back to praise 
And when the darkness closes in, Lord,       
                still I will say:  
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name  (Repeat) 

 
You give and take away,  You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say,   
Lord blessed be Your name  

(repeat) 
 
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name  

(Repeat) 
 
 
 
 



A thought for today 

 

According to the Irish Therapy Dogs website: 

Recent studies have proved that canine companionship brings a number of 

health benefits, such as lower blood pressure, lower triglyceride and 

cholesterol levels, as well as increased production of serotonin and 

dopamine.  One explanation for these therapeutic effects is that a dog fulfils 

the most basic human need- to touch. The companionship of a dog can help 

to calm and soothe us, ease anxiety and boost our mood. Stroking, holding 

and fussing over a canine friend helps reduce our sense of isolation and 

loneliness.   

Its no wonder that pet stores have been seeing an increase in business 

during this Covid19 pandemic.  As the speed of life for so many has slowed 

down, it seems we have more time to be aware of and even be comforted 

by our fellow creatures around about us.  Perhaps this is like the ticking of a 

clock that we never usually hear until some draws our attention to it.  Do you 

know what I mean?  Likewise, now we can hear the bird song.  The song 

thrush, the blackbird, and maybe very soon, we will hear the swallows back 

again.   

Jesus too once drew our attention to the birds- he said “do not worry about 

your life, … Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no 

storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you 

are than birds!  (Luke 12:22)  During this Covid19 pandemic when it is so 

easy to worry, it’s good to be made more aware of God’s care for our fellow 

creatures and for us. 

But what if animals could speak and talk to us- would it change the way that 

we relate to them?  The story of Balaam’s donkey is an insight into this 

(Numbers 22).  The donkey actually turned around and spoke to Balaam 

and rebuked him for hitting him when all he was doing was saving Balaam’s 

life.  In today’s bible reading, Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, which 

was very symbolic.  It was to fulfil prophecy but also to show the world that 

he came in peace.   



Yet, I wonder did the donkey Jesus was riding on speak to him?  Actually, 

above the clamour and cheers of ‘hosanna’, I think that it actually did.  Have 

you ever seen the symbol that is on the hair coat of a donkey?  The symbol 

of the cross is across its shoulders and down the length of its back.  Lifted 

up on the cross, Jesus would indeed bring peace into this world.  Our fellow 

creatures speak. 

The Bible affirms the place of creatures in God’s creation.  Noah’s ark, the 

foreshadowing of how God would save the world, show’s us that God’s 

salvation is for all of creation and every pair of known species.  Romans 8 

tells us how the whole of creation is frustrated and is yet still groaning for 

redemption.  It’s true we are living in a broken world.  From the melting of 

the icecaps to the bleaching of coral reefs- Climate change has now met 

Corona change.  One thing is for sure, Ireland, like most of Europe should 

come well under their CO2 emissions targets.  Makes you think though, is 

there more we can be doing for nature and our fellow creatures?  Do we 

rush back to our fever of pollution after Covid19 or can we as humans find a 

better way to live?  Could it be that creation on this planet is speaking to us 

and we really would do well to listen? 

So it turns out that animals and even the birds can speak to us all the time if 

we can but hear.  Dogs bring companionship and can speak of the 

unconditional love of God.  Birds can tell us of our caring Father in heaven, 

and that we are not to worry. Donkeys can speak to us of the cross and how 

Jesus would die to save us and redeem the whole world.   

And as we enter into holy week and this season of Passiontide, let’s not lose 

the journey to the cross.  Our diocese is taking part in a special ‘cross in the 

window’ challenge.  Just like people might light a candle in their window for 

Christmas, the challenge is for you to make a paper cross today and place it 

in a prominent window in our homes.  We keep it there for the duration of 

Holy Week, and then the suggestion is that on Easter Sunday, it could be 

decorated- that the symbol ugliness of death can be transformed into 

something that is life giving.  That the cross that even a donkey wears, 

speaks of our hope for peace in this troubled world. 

 
 



Our Prayers 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who, in your tender love towards the human race, 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
Grant that we may follow the example 
of his patience and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

We pray that the Lord Jesus, who entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to cleanse and save 

God’s people, will today find us ready to follow him:     

 

  

Lord, as you gave us an example of humble service, so guide our President, Government and 

all the leaders of our world to serve their people with devotion, help them in the difficult 

decisions that they have to made to protect their people.  

Lord, in your mercy,                     hear our prayer. 



Lord, as you sacrificed your life for the world’s salvation so give strength and patience to those 

who make great sacrifices in their care of others.  We pray for all who are working in the 

frontline of the crises which we face.  For Doctors, Nurses and healthcare workers.  For Gardai, 

Ambulance drivers and Firemen.  For those who supply and work in our shop and for all who 

look after the elderly in our society.  Be with them as they go about the work and give them 

your protection. 

Lord, in your mercy,                     hear our prayer. 

 

 

Lord, as you cleansed the Temple, so cleanse your Church today of disunity, hypocrisy and 

complacency …Lord during this time of disruption, help us to reflect on the way we live our 

lives and the low priority that we often give to reading our bibles and to talking with you in 

prayer.  Help us come closer to you through the experience of these difficult times. 

Lord, in your mercy,                     hear our prayer. 

  

 

Lord, as you taught the people the truth 

about God, teach us your ways, reveal your love, and send us out with your Spirit to serve 

others.  Help us to open our eyes to the needs in our community and to respond with your 

loving care. 

Lord, in your mercy,                     hear our prayer. 

 

 

Lord, be close to those who suffer.  We pray for people who are in hospital today, that you 

would bring about healing in their lives.  We pray for the families of those who are in hospital 

and nursing homes who are unable to visit their loved ones.  To each we pray that you will 

grant them healing, strength and encouragement. 

Lord, in your mercy,                     hear our prayer. 



 
Men of faith, rise up and sing 

Of the great and glorious King. 
You are strong when you are weak, 

In your brokenness complete.  
 

Shout to  
the north and the south! 

Sing to  
the east and the west. 
Jesus is Saviour to all, 

Lord of heaven and earth.  
 

Rise up, women of the truth, 
Stand and sing to broken hearts.  
Who can know the healing pow’r 

Of our awesome King of love?  
Shout to  

the north and the south! 
Sing to  

the east and the west. 
Jesus is Saviour to all, 

Lord of heaven and earth.  
 

We’ve been through fire,  
we’ve been through rain, 
We’ve been refined by the  

pow’r of his name. 
We’ve fallen deeper in love with you, 
You’ve burned the truth on our lips.  

Shout to  
the north and the south! 

Sing to  
the east and the west. 
Jesus is Saviour to all, 

Lord of heaven and earth.  
 

Rise up, church with broken wings, 
Fill this place with songs again 



Of our God who reigns on high, 
By his grace again we’ll fly.  

Shout to  
the north and the south! 

Sing to  
the east and the west. 
Jesus is Saviour to all, 

Lord of heaven and earth.  
 
 
Dismissal:* 
 
 Imighí faoi shíocháin chun grá agus seirbhís a thabhairt don Tiarna 
in ainm Chríost.  Áiméan. 
 
(Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ.  Amen) 


