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Services in Kilgarriffe are recorded each Sunday.   

You can listen to them through our Website.  

Check out our Parish website: 

www.clonakiltychurch.ie 

 

  

 

 
 

Greeting and Welcome 

The minister says:  

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
Hello and welcome to Kilgarriffe Church, Clonakilty, on this the Feast of 

Pentecost.  Just like Christmas celebrates the coming of Jesus, so Pentecost 

celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the worldwide church.  

We will hear the Pentecost Bible reading which records the account of how wind 

and fire descended upon and empowered the first disciples.  We will worship 

together in Spirit and in truth and encourage each other to keep on believing God 

for good, especially as the current lockdown continues to curtail all our lives.    

May I remind you that all the words for today’s service are available on our 

website www.clonakiltychurch.ie  Just follow the links to the service sheets. 
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Hymn 141  These are the days of Elijah 
 

1] These are the days of Elijah, 

Declaring the word of the Lord 

And these are the days of Your servant Moses, 

Righteousness being restored. 

And though these are days of great trial, 

Of famine and darkness and sword, 

Still, we are the voice in the desert crying 

"Prepare ye the way of the Lord!" 

 

Behold He comes riding on the clouds, 

Shining like the sun at the trumpet call, 

Lift your voice, it's the year of jubilee, 

And out of Zion's hill salvation comes. 

 

2] These are the days of Ezekiel, 

The dry bones becoming as flesh, 

And these are the days of Your servant David, 

Rebuilding a temple of praise. 

These are the days of the harvest, 

The fields are as white in Your world, 

And we are the labourers in Your vineyard, 

Declaring the word of the Lord! 
 

Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord 

and we have walked with him through his journey of love.   

We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross.   

We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death.   

We have enjoyed his risen presence with us and his revelation of himself 

through the breaking of bread.   

We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow 

and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord.   

And now, with the followers of his own time, we await the coming of the 

promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, through whom we make Christ 

known to the world.   
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Confession & Absolution: 
 

You raised the dead to life in the Spirit: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

You bring pardon and peace to the broken of heart: 

Christ have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

 

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 

Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

May the Father forgive us 

by the death of his Son, 

and strengthen us  

to live in the power of the Spirit  

all our days.  Amen.   

 

 

As we listen to your word, 

Fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your refreshing 

Fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your equipping 

Fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your empowering 

Fill us with your Spirit. 

 
 

 

 

 

Today’s Bible reading:   (Read by Gordon Coombes)
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Acts 2: 1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, 

they were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly from heaven there came a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind, and 

it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. 4All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages, as 

the Spirit gave them ability.  

5 Now there were devout Jews from 

every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd 

gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. 7Amazed and 

astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all 

these who are speaking Galileans? 8And 

how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 

own native language? 9Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
11Cretans and Arabs—in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about 

God’s deeds of power.’ 12All were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13But 

others sneered and said, ‘They are filled 

with new wine.’  
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, 

raised his voice and addressed them: 

‘Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are 

not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 

nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is 

what was spoken through the prophet 

Joel:  
17 “In the last days it will be, God 

declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 

upon all flesh, and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and 

women, in those days I will pour out 

my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  
19 And I will show portents in the heaven 

above and signs on the earth 

below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

and the moon to blood, before the 

coming of the Lord’s great and glorious 

day.  
21 Then everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord shall be saved.”  

 
Worship Songs: 
 
More love, more love, 
More power, more power, 
More of You in my life. 
More love, more love, 
More power, more power, 
More of You in my life. 
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And I will worship You, 
With all of my heart, 
And I will worship You, 
With all of my mind, 
And I will worship You, 
With all of my strength, 
For You are my Lord. 
 
 
Hymn 310   
 
Spirit of the Living God,  
fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the Living God, 
fall afresh on me. 
Break me, melt me, 
Mould me, fill me. 
Spirit of the Living God,  
fall afresh on me. 
 
 
 
The Gospel reading:  (Read by Jennifer Kingston) 

John 20: 19-23 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 

the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with 

you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.’  

 

2] And I will seek Your face, 
With all of my heart, 
And I will seek Your face, 
With all of my mind, 
And I will seek Your face, 
With all of my strength, 
For You are my Lord, 
You are my Lord. 
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The Address: 
 
Jesus urged his disciples to receive the Holy Spirit.  They did this by 
being obedient to Jesus and waiting until the Day of Pentecost.  
Pentecost, meaning the 50 days, was also known as the Feast of 
Harvest (Exodus 23:16).  It was about celebrating abundance and 
giving thanks for God’s provision.  How fufilling this is that this is the 
festival when the God poured out the promised Holy Spirit in such 
abundance on the disciples and upon all those gathered there.  The 
sound of the wind and the touch of the tongues of fire must have given 
the people there such an awareness of the greatness and holiness of 
God.  Would it be that God, the creator of heaven and earth and all that 
is, should touch each one in such a personal and intimate way?  It was 
empowering, enabling, and life changing.  This was the pure start of 
the church before it ever got big or institutional.  It began with God’s 
touch and the disciples’ response, to receive the Holy Spirit. 
 
Is it possible to turn down and not receive the Holy Spirit?  Jesus once 
denounced the religious rulers of his day by saying that they were 
‘white-washed tombs’ and in danger of blaspheming the Holy Spirit.  
Stephen, one of the disciples of Pentecost, when later on trial for his 
faith, spoke even stronger words to his accusors, saying, “You men 
are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always 
resisting the Holy Spirit…”. It’s no wonder they plotted to kill him- 
therein actually verifying the truth of his words.  Surely these events 
are recorded as a warning to us now, as people of a religious tradition.  
The Bible often speaks about grieving the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 63:10; 
Ephesians 4:30), along with warnings to not put out the Spirit’s fire.  (1 
Thessalonians 5:19).  There are even stronger warnings are found in 
the book of Hebrews (Hebrews 10:29).   
 
Going back to Stephen’s stiff-necked description- do you ever suffer 
from a stiff neck?  Most people of most ages have probably have 
experienced a ‘crick in the neck’.  It is debilitating and becomes a 
limiting rigidness that stifles everyday living.  Who would want to live 
like that? 
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So instead, let us always aim to be open to the Spirit, and ready to 
receive the Sprit.  This is about getting to know God.  When Peter 
quoted Joel in his great explanatory speech on the day of Pentecost, 
he declaring that what was happening, the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
was for all people, inclusive of every race, gender and age, and that 
they ‘shall prophesy’.  A quick definition of what it means to prophesy 
is that it is all about knowing God, and knowing what is on God’s heart 
for the world.  It’s about living with an awareness of God that 
permeates your whole life.   
 
For example, when a strong wind blows on the beach as it so often 
does on our Irish coasts, it’s very hard to shelter from it.  Cowering 
behind our windbreaks, the wind can still get everywhere, bringing the 
driven sand too!  Likewise, with fire- it is hard to keep contained once 
it gets going.  But why would we want to extinguish the Spirit’s fire 
and avoid the wonderful wind?  The Spirit is love, joy, and peace.  Isn’t 
it interesting from our Gospel reading today, that when Jesus urged 
his disciples to receive the Holy Spirit, he linked it in directly with 

forgiveness?  “‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they 

are forgiven them;” Is there anyone on the planet that does not need 
forgiveness of some kind?  Sometimes the need can even be to 
forgive ourselves.  And when forgiveness comes, what follows?  
Peace, wonderful godly peace.  Wow, that God has done this for us all- 
we need to make this known- just like the early disciples!   
 
So why would we resist the Holy Spirit?  Many of the religious of 
Jesus’ day were zealous for whitewashed good-looking tombs.   
Instead, Jesus was zealous for living people with bad-looking wounds.  
And by the way, Jesus has been inside a tomb- and he got out, raised 
by the Holy Spirit.  We too can be raised from stiffness, through 
forgiveness, to life in all its flexible goodness.   
Why wait anymore?  Come Holy Spirit!  Come sweeping through us.  
That each one of us would know a personal touch from you upon our 
lives today.  That we would even begin to prophesy because we know 
you so closely. Give us a zeal to know you for real.  We celebrate the 
Pentecost abundance of your provision for us in Jesus.  Come Holy 
Spirit- may we will see a harvest of vast numbers of people coming to 
enjoy a living faith in the living God.  Amen. 
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Hymn 305 O breath of life 
 
1] O Breath of life, come sweeping through us, 
revive your church with life and power; 
O Breath of Life, come, cleanse, renew us, 
and fit your church to meet this hour. 
 
2] O Wind of God, come bend us, break us, 
till humbly we confess our need; 
then in your tenderness re-make us, 
revive, restore, for this we plead. 
 
3] O Breath of love, come breathe within us, 
renewing thought and will and heart; 
come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us, 
revive your church in every part. 
 
4] Revive us, Lord! Is zeal abating  
while harvest fields are vast and white? 
Revive us, Lord, the world is waiting, 
equip your church to spread the light. 

 

The Creed                                                                  
 

Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
The Collect for Today: 

Almighty God,  

who on the day of Pentecost  

sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles  

with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame,  

filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel:  

By the power of the same Spirit  

strengthen us to witness to your truth  

and to draw everyone to the fire of your love;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS (prepared by Sylvia Helen) 

Loving God, on the day of Pentecost You sent the gift of your promised Holy 
Spirit to equip your church to spread the gospel to people throughout the world. 
Lord have mercy on us your church: 

• cleanse us,  

• revive us,  

• enlighten us and  

• empower us, by breathing new life into us so that we may be the church 
you intended us to be here in Ireland and throughout the world.   

Help us as part of your universal church to reach out to others with the good 
news of Christ, to bring hope to those in distress. 
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We pray your Holy Spirit will continue to inspire Church leaders worldwide and 
especially Bishop Paul in this dioceses and Reverend Kingsley in this union of 
parishes. Lord, in this COVID-19 Pandemic we thank You that while church 
buildings may be closed, Your church is alive and witnessing to You. 

Lord, Your Spirit is with us 
Hear our prayer 

Loving God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, direct the rulers of the world.  
Give them energy and vision to battle against injustice and oppression. 

We pray for people working in developing countries, for people struggling with 
deprivation, poverty, hunger and disease. Spirit of God, show us all how to 
bring peace, justice and unity to the nations. 

Inspire governments, the World Health Organisation and public health officials 
throughout the world to continue to safeguard peoples’ health and safety.   

We pray for our elected representatives here in Ireland as they endeavour to 
form a new government.  Fill our leaders and law makers, with talents and 
discernment to seek the common good. We pray that they will find a safe way 
to re-open businesses, schools and other educational and social facilities.  Help 
us all to remain patient and to follow the guidelines.  Keep us from falling into 
negativity and criticism. 

Lord, Your Spirit is with us 
Hear our prayer 

Loving God we pray for our local community in this time of uncertainty .  Remind 
us that we are under the protection of the shadow of your wing and not under the 
power of the Covid 19 pandemic.  We thank You for the continued good weather 
and the many blessings of Your wonderful creation.   

We ask that You continue to sustain, safeguard and calm the fears of every 
worker in essential and frontline services.   

Bless local businesses as they begin to reopen and help them to operate in a 
safe way.  Protect the farmers as they go about their daily work. 

Guide and protect all doctors, nurses and secretaries in GP practices as they 
continue to provide medical care in challenging circumstances in our community. 
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We pray for guidance for teachers as they grade Leaving Cert students work in 
a completely new way. We pray that all students will be treated fairly and 
enabled to follow the path You have set out for them.  

Bless each individual and family in our community.  Help everyone struggling 
with everyday life, childcare, finances, unemployment or changed work 
circumstances.   

We ask that more people locally would find a renewed sense of Your comforting 
presence and come to faith in You. Holy Spirit, fill our homes, and set our hearts 
on fire with the warmth of your love. Inspire us to new beginnings. 

Lord, Your Spirit is with us 
Hear our prayer 

Loving God we come to you for those who are eaten up with guilt and anxiety, 
those whose Christian life is hard and dry. 

We bring to you the despairing and despondent, those who are uncertain how to 
use their time or money, or are tempted to do wrong. May they feel your 
guidance and have the strength to resist temptation. 
 
We pray for all who are weak, who are ill, who cannot cope on their own, for 
those known to us in particular need or trouble. Calm the fears and comfort all 
who feel isolated and vulnerable.  Spirit of God, may they know your hope and 
comfort, your power and assurance.  

We remember again and give You thanks for the work and care given by the 
staff in hospitals nationwide, especially in Cork and Bantry as well as nursing 
homes locally.  Bless the nurses and care assistants as they hold the hands of 
those dying alone.  May they continue to find strength to carry that grief and yet 
continue doing their work.  We continue to ask Lord that You would guide 
researchers and scientists to rapidly find and develop safe treatments and 
vaccines for Covid 19. 

Holy Spirit we commend to your everlasting love those who have died. We pray 
for comfort for all those whose lives are darkened by bereavement, sorrow and 
mourning.  Remind us that You Lord Jesus are the light of the world, a light 
which no darkness can quench. 

Holy Spirit, help us to walk in compassion and understanding with those who 
are ill, struggling or bereaved. 
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Here I am, wholly available 
As for me, I will serve the Lord 

 

Lord, Your Spirit is with us 
Hear our prayer 

Loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, may we look for and know your 
presence in our daily lives in our times of pain as well as our times of joy. 
Renew and refresh us, as we turn in obedience and faith to You. 

FINAL HYMN                    

 

1] The fields are white unto harvest 

But O, the labourers are so few 

So Lord, I give myself to help the reaping 

To gather precious souls unto You 

 

2] The time is right in the nation 

For works of power and authority 

God’s looking for a people who are willing 

To be counted in His glorious victory 

 

3] As salt are we ready to savour? 

In darkness are we ready to be light? 

God’s seeking out a very special people 

To manifest His truth and His might 
 

THE BLESSING 
May Christ’s holy, healing, enabling Spirit be with you 
and guide you on your way at every change and turn. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
Be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal:  
Filled with the Spirit’s power, 

go in the light and peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia!  


