
 

Morning Prayer  22nd Nov 2020  Sunday before Advent 

 

Today’s service comes from St Fachtna’s Cathedral, Rosscarbery 

 

Penitence 

 

Heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against You, and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault; 

by what we have done  

and by what we have failed to do. 

We are truly sorry, and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ,  

who died for us,  forgive us all that is past; 

and grant that we may serve You  

in newness of life 

to the glory of Your name.  Amen 

 

 

 Assurance of forgiveness 

 
May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his service 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



Psalm 100 

1  O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth; ♦︎ 

   serve the Lord with gladness 

      and come before his presence with a song. 

2  Know that the Lord is God; ♦︎ 

   it is he that has made us and we are his; 

      we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3  Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

      and his courts with praise; ♦︎ 

   give thanks to him and bless his name. 

4  For the Lord is gracious; his steadfast love is everlasting, ♦︎ 

   and his faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever.  Amen 

 

Matthew 25: 31-46 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his 

glory, and all the angels with him, then 

he will sit on the throne of his glory. 
32All the nations will be gathered before 

him, and he will separate people one 

from another as a shepherd separates 

the sheep from the goats, 33and he will 

put the sheep at his right hand and the 

goats at the left. 34Then the king will 

say to those at his right hand, “Come, 

you that are blessed by my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world; 35for I 

was hungry and you gave me food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me, 36I was naked 

and you gave me clothing, I was sick 

and you took care of me, I was in 

prison and you visited me.” 37Then the 

righteous will answer him, “Lord, when 

was it that we saw you hungry and 

gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 

something to drink? 38And when was it 

that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you 

clothing? 39And when was it that we 

saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?” 40And the king will answer them, 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 

of the least of these who are members 

of my family,* you did it to me.” 41Then 

he will say to those at his left hand, 

“You that are accursed, depart from 

me into the eternal fire prepared for 

the devil and his angels; 42for I was 

hungry and you gave me no food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me nothing to 

drink, 43I was a stranger and you did 

not welcome me, naked and you did 

not give me clothing, sick and in prison 

and you did not visit me.” 44Then they 



also will answer, “Lord, when was it 

that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 

and did not take care of you?” 45Then 

he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, 

just as you did not do it to one of the 

least of these, you did not do it to me.” 
46And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal life.’ 

Sermon part A 
Well, a sheep or a goat- which type are we?  I used to work with sheep.  They’re a 

lot of hard work.  Here are our neighbour John Ryan’s sheep, and he could tell you 

that about sheep too.  Each one has to be watched and cared for.  I think this one is 

being injected because he is a bit lame.  I hope he gets better.  There are not a lot of 

sheep in this mainly dairy farm area, but are there any goats?  Yes, actually!  Here 

are Carmella O’Sullivan’s goats, aptly named in the spring of this year as Connie and 

Vinnie.  They are lively little characters too.   

Why did Jesus use this harsh analogy of sheep and goats?   My guess is that he was 

encouraging us to judge ourselves. What we are to judge ourselves on?  Service to 

others.  How do we attend to the poor, the thirsty or the lame?  Do we visit people in 

prison?  Faith without deeds is dead, as verified by the book of James.  But the 

difficulty I think is, that there is a mixture of both goat and sheep in us all, and sadly, 

sometimes more goat than sheep.  However, that does not mean we should give up 

on trying to serve others.   

This week I travelled from one St Factna’s to another.  This is the Community Care 

Centre here in Clonakilty which among other great tenants, houses the Meal on 

Wheels Centre.  It’s a dark damp winter’s day, but the contrast could hardly be 

stronger against the warmth, cheer and craic that I experienced when I went inside.  

Come, let’s go in and meet some of the staff. 

 

An Interview with the volunteer staff at St Fachtna’s Meal on Wheels, 

Clonakilty 

 

 

 

Hymn 517  

 

1. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 

 



2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 

and companions on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you 

in the night-time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

speak the peace you long to hear. 

 

4. I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 

I will share your joy and sorrow, 

till we've seen this journey through. 

 

5. When we sing to God in heaven, 

we shall find such harmony, 

born of all we've known together 

of Christ's love and agony. 

 

6. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that l may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too 

 

Sermon Part B 

 
‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.’ 

So which type are you- a sheep, or a goat?  Jesus invites us to judge ourselves, 

calling us to the service of others.  We thank God for the volunteers who support and 

run organisations like ‘Meals on Wheels’.  You may be a volunteer in your 

community, but even in our paid employment, we can serve Jesus.  You may work in 

a Post Office, a supermarket, or sweep the streets like David is here- whatever we 

do, we can change even a mundane job into work for Jesus if we do it to serve 

others.   

Praying for others can also be an act of service.  So lets us turn to God now in 

prayer and intercession. 

 



The Prayers 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Show us your mercy, O Lord, 

and grant us your salvation. 
 

O Lord, guide and defend our rulers 

and grant our government wisdom. 
 

Let your ministers be clothed with righteousness 

and let your servants shout for joy. 
 

O Lord, save your people 

and bless those whom you have chosen. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord, 

and let your glory be over all the earth. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us 

and renew us by your Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Prayers lead by Joyce Buttimer 

 

Almighty God who hates nothing that you have made hear the prayers of your 

faithful people.  We pray that all may glorify your Holy name and thank you for 

your loving kindness to us and to all people, in redeeming everyone through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. May we praise your name and hold your name as blessed 

above every name always. Lord we praise you. 



Lord in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 

 

Forgive us our sins and put them as far from us as the east is from the west. 

Help us to start afresh and try to do better. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer. 

 

Lord we thank you for life and help and healing and hope .For every blessing you 

have given us and above all for sending your Son Jesus Christ to free us from the 

bondage of sin so that through Him we can be counted right with the Almighty 

father in heaven. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 

Lord we ask you to bless with your peace those who are sick or in pain. Be a 

comfort to those who are bereaved, give your hope and help to those who are 

in financial need or who have lost their jobs. Bless those who are lonely or in 

distress. 

Lord in your mercy   Hear our prayer 

 

We know that Faith without works is useless, so Lord help us to lead lives of 

love and to act on behalf of the poor and the needy both locally and globally. 

Lord let us not just hear your words, but do your will, and put your words into 

practice. Help us to search for the lost and those who have strayed from you 

and look after them with justice. Shelter all who are fleeing from injustice 

politically or in our locality. 

Bless the 16 days campaign which starts on Nov 25th for 16 days to highlight the 

“shadow pandemic” of domestic abuse which has worsened along with the 

restrictions this year. May our politicians be attentive to this evil in our society 

and give aid to the organisations needing funds to shelter families in fear of 

violent abuse. 

Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer. 



Let us pray for our frontline workers who are keeping essential services going 

during this time for nurses, doctors, hospital staff, teachers, supermarket 

workers, and those supplying meals to elderly and less abled people. Let us 

pray, campaign and Act on behalf of all who are often seen as the least and the 

last in our society and throughout the world. 

May the God of hope equip us with all we need to pursue justice through the 

power of Jesus Christ. All glory to Him forever and ever. 

Lord in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

THE BLESSING 

God the Father,  

who has given his Son the name above every name, 

strengthen you to proclaim Christ as Lord.  Amen. 

God the Son,  

who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, 

plead for you at the right hand of the Father.  Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, 

who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, 

make you faithful servants of Christ our King.  Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you and remain with you always. Amen 

 

 

Please support our parish Christmas Fayre that has had to be cancelled. 

Donations can be posted or left in her postbox: Mrs Jean Buttimer, 

Fourcil, Clonakilty, Co. Cork. 

Alternatively, you can make a payment through your bank to: 

Kilgarriffe Church IBAN IE 19BOFI 9026 1057 2608 66; BIC BOFIIE 2D   



 
You can watch this service on our new YouTube channel:  

Clonakilty Church 

 

Keep up to date on our Facebook Page:  Kilgarriffe Union of Parishes 

 

Our church website is:  www.clonakiltychurch.ie 

 

Little Treasures, Clonakilty now have a new Youtube channel too. 

Keep connected with Kilgarriffe National School: 

www.kilgarriffens.ie 

Please continue to contribute to our churches- Please contact your church hon. 

treasurer should you wish: 

Kilgarriffe:  Mrs J. Buttimer  023 88 33340 

Timoleague:  Mrs C. Platts  023 88 46569 

Kilmalooda:  Mr J. Deane  087 638 8339 

Courtmacsherry:  Mr G. Hanbidge  087 351 2111 

Fair Share:  Mrs T. Ryan  023 88 33185 

Yellow Envelopes:  Mrs J. Buttimer  023 88 39144 

 

Thank you. 

http://www.clonakiltychurch.ie/
http://www.kilgarriffens.ie/

